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At a reception for the press given by the Syrian Army at Quueytra. Syria,
during the week of 14 Mgy 1951, 'Abd-ul-Latif Yunls, Syrian Deputy from
Safita, was asked if his recont statements advocsting a pact between Syria
ané the Soviet Unlon were prompted by his contacts with the Soviet Legation

‘in Damagcus. 1 TYunis replied that he had acted with the knowledge and
spproval of Xhalid al-TAszm, Syrian Prime Minister and Minister of I'oreign

Affairs, and Lt. Col. Adib Shishakli, Chief of Staff of the Syrian Amy, in
making his public declarations.

* accoriing to a Syrian deputy, the Syrian Consul General
ia Fev Yo Rafig ‘Asha, bad arrived in Bamascus prior to Tunis' statemsnts

vith & conﬂdcntial letter from the Syrian delogate to the United Nations,
Paris al-Xburl, {r which al-Khmri recommended that the Syrian Ministry of
Poreign Affairs undertuks some "political blackmail’in the form of a proposal
- for & pact with the Soviet Uniom before the meeting of the United Nati.oms
Security Counci) %o exemine the Syve-Israsli dispute. ‘Asha, Yunls, and
Shishakli subseguently met at the Foreign Ministry to discuss the letter,
and Yunis undertock to carry out al-Khuri's suggestion.

25X1X 3¢ % ®Aghe told friends in Bamascus that the pro~Russian
atatements o Bawalibl in Cairo in Marck 1950 hed resulted in a mors

25X1X 2.

cordial attitude toward Syrian representatives in Washington on the part of

he United States Department of State and he hoped that similar statements
co o ® by Yunis would canse the Americans to take a more sympathetic attitude toward
“EES yrian intereats, in order to prevent & Syrisn allgnment with the Soviet Unionm.
;3;% 53 1hlahs gtated that “"with the Americans you have to act this way."
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® 3 ,5:27\_} Y. | Cormsng. The Damascus press of 11 May 1951 carried a full
28 2z E | report of Tunig? gtatement in the Syrian Parliament aivocating sn alliance
2£g £ 8 |with the Soviet Unlon. On 16 May the Damascus newspaper Baradg reported
2z &% > | the body of a memorandum submitted by Yunis to members of the Arab League,
%% e %% 2 |rocommending & general srad rapprochement with the Sovista. A feirly re-
Eéus 558 é 1iable Damascus source reporied that Tunis had met with prominent Syrian
° % 53 Z o Communists including Hasuh sl-Jaifari on 12 Mgy near Damascus and that
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arrangements were heing made for Tanis to meet Khalid Baokdash. The
sene source also reported that Yunis had visited the Soviet Legation
in Bamascns on four occasions during the waek of 7 May.
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